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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1942. 

Following  its  custom  of  previous  war-time  years,  ongiounds 
of  national  security,  the  Ministry  of  Health  recommends  that 
Annual  Reports  should  not  disclose  such  tables  of  local 
populations  as  may  enable  a series  of  local  populations  to  be 
re-constructed.  Nor  should  reference  be  made  to  activities  in 
connection  with  war-time  industrial,  military  or  other  important 
developments. 

During  the  year  1942,  the  health  of  the  residents  of  Chesham 
as  a whole  was  good,  particularly  when  judged  by  the  relative 
immunity  from  communicable  notifiable  infectious  diseases.  Like 
most  other  authorities,  however,  we  have  had  to  deal  with  a fair 
number  of  cases  of  scabies.  These  have  not  occurred  in  large 
numbers  together  as  though  in  epidemic,  but  in  evenly  and  fairly 
regularly  distributed  numbers  throughout  the  year. 

Though  powers  were  granted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  treat  compulsory  certain  cases  under  the  Scabies  Order 
of  1941,  these  powers  have  not  been  used,  but  reliance  has  been 
placed  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  patient  and  those  in  charge 
of  the  patient.  Treatment  has  been  undertaken  at  the  Germain 
Street  Clinic  at  the  Baths  attached  to  the  various  Rest  Centres 
and  at  Amy  Mill  Sick  Bay. 

It  is  worth  noticing  that  it  is  now  generally  accepted  that 
this  disease  was  gradually  on  the  increase  in  the  pre-w'ar  years 
and  whilst  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  conditions  associated  with 
the  war  may  have  provided  the  conditions  for  a sudden  increase 
in  its  spread,  the  war  itself  is  no  longer  regarded  as  the  sole 
reason  for  its  widespread  appearance.  Some  large  authorities 
have  made  scabies  compulsorily  notifiable. 


Judged  by  the  steady  stream  of  requests  for  prophylactic 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  it  is  an  obvious  conclusion  that 
Chesham  parents  are  continuing  unabated  their  interest  in  pre- 
ventative innoculation.  At  the  end  of  1942,  the  proportion  of 
immunised  children  in  the  two  groups  was  as  follows : — 

Under  5 years  of  age,  percentage  of  children  immunised,  75.3 

Between  5 and  15  years,  ,,  „ 87.7 

The  year  1942  was  made  notable  in  the  annals  of  Public 
Health  by  a nation-wide  broadcast  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Disease. 
The  significance  of  the  broadcast  was  two-fold.  These  two 
diseases  arc  two  social  scourges  ; so  far  as  the  former  is  concerned, 
the  broadcast  foretold  the  impending  attack  on  the  disease  by 
Mass  Radiography.  So  far  as  venereal  disease  is  concerned,  the 
broadcast  was  the  first  authoritative  voice  that  tore  to  tatters  the 
the  taboos  that  have  shrouded  in  dismal  ignorance  any  frank  and 
open  discussion  on  this  vitally  important  subject. 

In  conclusion,  I feel  I must  thank  very  cordially  the  Officers 
of  your  Council  for  their  continued  co-operation  throughout  the 
year,  more  especially  Mr.  Brogan,  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  whose 
assistance  has  been  invaluable,  and  I would  like  to  place  on 
record  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  kindly  goodwill  shown  to 
me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  P.  EVANS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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A Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (acres)  of  District  ...  ...  3,549 

Number  of  Inhabitable  Houses  (per  Rate  Book)  3,310 
Rateable  value  of  area  ...  ...  ...£66,566 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  ...  ...  £259 


Social  Conditions 

The  general  character  of  the  area  is  that  of  a small 
industrial  town,  and  a variety  of  trades  and  manu- 
facturing processes  are  carried  on.  The  population  is 
principally  of  the  artisan  class,  but  in  recent  years  the 
town  and  district  are  becoming  increasingly  a London 
dormitory. 


(a)  Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

(b)  Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  rate  per 


Births 

Males  Females 
102  104 

2 0 

1 2 

1,000  total  births  14.2 


Total 

206 

2 
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Deaths 

(a)  Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  nil 

(b)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Males  Females  Total 
Legitimate  2 1 3 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Deaths  of  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  14.5 
Injantile  Mortality 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  14.4 
England  and  Wales  49. 


Diseases,  eu  . 

Males 

Females 

Heart  Disease 

14 

17 

Cancer 

10 

18 

Cerebal  Haemorrhage 

10 

12 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

Other  respiratory  diseases... 

0 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ••• 

1 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculoses 

0 

0 

Other  circulatory  di.seases-” 

9 

5 

Diabetes 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

Influenza 

0 

0 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  ..t 

0 

1 

Other  Digestive  Disturbances 

2 

2 

Syphilitic  Disease 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

Nephritis 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  1 year)  ... 

0 

0 

Accidents 

1 

0 

Other  violent  causes 

2 

2 

Other  maternal  causes 

0 

1 

All  other  causes  ... 

8 

4 

Premature  Birth  ... 

2 

0 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 

(a)  Labatory  Facilities 

These  continue  to  be  provided  by  the  Emergency 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Oxford. 

(b)  Ambulance  Activity 

It  is  a very  pleasing  duty  to 

record  the 

splendid 

services  performed  by  Cheshaui  St.  John  Ambulance 

Car.  These  figures  are  published  by  the  courtesy  of 

Divisional  Superintendent,  Mr. 

E.  H.  Coles,  26, 

Cameron  Road,  Chesham. 

(a)  Removals  to  Hospitals  .•• 

1941 

1942 

736 

652 

(b)  Accidents  Attended 

45 

57 

(c)  Military  Service  Cases 

' 33 

24 

(d)  Total  ••• 

814 

733 

(e)  Mileage  incurred 

15,347 

16,426 

I feel  sure  it  would  be  the  wish  of  the  Council  that 
I should  thank  the  officers  and  ineinbers  of  the  local 
brigade  for  their  excellent  record  of  services  performed 
to  the  residents  of  Cheshaiu. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Two  district  nurses  have  been  practising  in  the 
town  since  August,  1940. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Hospitals 

The  Bucks  County  Council  Clinic  serves  the  dual 
purpose  of  a Minor  Ailments  Clinic  and  a Specialised 
Service  Clinic. 

The  usual  Specialised  Service  Clinics,  e.g.  Infant 
Welfare,  Orthopoedic,  Dental  Opthalmic  and  Tuber- 
culosis, have  recently  been  augmented  by  an  Ante 
Natal  Clinic.  This  new  clinic  is  run  by  arrangement 
between  the  Bucks  County  Council  and  a large  London 
Teaching  Hospital  which  has  been  evacuated  to  Ash- 
ridge  Hospital,  where  the  confinements  now  take  place, 
instead  of  as  hitherto  at  Putnam  House,  Aylesbury. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area 

(a)  Water  Supply 

Regular  monthly  samples  of  water  from  the 
Council’s  water  supply  have  been  taken  and  have  been 
found  to  be  satisfactory  in  every  way. 

As  there  are  outlying  portions  of  the  town  that 
are  not  on  the  Council’s  main  supply,  their  water  is 
often  by  means  of  shallow  wells.  As  these  nre  partic- 
ularly liable  to  contamination,  frequent  samples  of 
drinking  water  are  taken  and  subjected  to  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examination. 

Because  of  complaints  fuoin  the  residents  of  Chart- 
ridge  Lane  regarding  the  insufficient  pressure  of  water, 
particularly  during  mid-moriiing,  the  Council  laid  a 4in. 
main  from  Berkhampstead  Road  along  Sunnyside  to 
connect  to  the  exhisting  high  level  service  in  Lowndes 
Avenue,  thus  giving  a tw'o-way  servdce  to  the  area  of 
the  complaints.  This  action  appears  to  have  remedied 
the  situation. 
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(b)  Public  Cleansing  * 

As  mentioned  in  my  report  for  1941  there  are  up- 
wards  of  350  “cesspools”  serving  premises  m the  district. 
Many  of  these  have  given  trouble  and  caused  nuisances 
by  overflowing.  The  lack  of  proper  tacilities  for 
emptying  aggravated  the  position  and  I found  t 
necesLry  to  make  further  representation  to  the  Council 
to  reconsider  their  decision  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of 

a cesspool  emptying  machine.  in 

After  careful  examination  the  Council  agreed  i 
principle  to  the  purchase  of  such  a machine  and  I am 
glad  to  say  that  the  necessary  licence  was  foithcoming 
from  the  Ministry  of  Transport  and  the  machine  is  now 

in  use. 


D Housing 

(a)  There  has  been  no  routine  Housing  Inspections 
during  the  year  for  reasons  which  are  quite  apparent. 
All  complaints  are  investigated  and  so  far  as  possible 
the  nuisances  have  been  abated.  _ 

The  condition  generally  of  cottage  property  within 
the  area  of  the  Local  Authority  is  reasonably  good  and 
the  majority  of  property  owners,  taking  into  account  all 
circumstances,  have  attempted  to  keep  their  premises  in 
a reasonable  state  of  repair.  There  are  of  course  ex- 
ceptions but  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  very  near  when 
a survey  of  the  district  can  be  made  and  the  Housing 

Act  operate  without  restrictions. 

At  the  time  of  the  compilation  of  this  report  the 
Ministry  of  Health  have  issued  Circulars  2828,  2828a 
and  2871  in  regard  to  the  repair  and  maintenance  of 
houses.  These  circulars  in  effect  give  a certain  priority 
for  the  carrying  out  of  housing  repairs  and  will  be  of 
great  assistance  to  the  Local  Authority  in  requiring  the 
execution  of  work  under  the  Housing  or  Public  Health 

Acts.  . . , j-  • V.  1 • 

There  is  still  much  overcrowding  in  the  district  but  tins 

is  a National  problem  as  well  as  a local  problem. 

(b)  Disinfestation 

Amongst  the  complaints  received  during  the  year 
were  many  of  infestation  by  bugs.  These  have  always 
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been  investigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
attempts  made  to  abate  the  infestation.  The  types  of 
houses  infested  have  varied  but  in  the  main  were  mostly 
confined  to  the  old  small  cottage  dwelling.  Three 
methods  were  used  : 

1 Hydrogen  Cyanide 

In  this  instance  premises  in  the  use  of  the  Civil 
Defence  Authorities  became  infested  and  because  of  the 
lack  of  suitable  alternative  accommodation,  an  ex- 
peditious remedy  was  called  for.  The  work  was  carried 
out  by  reputable  operators  and  the  Hydrogen  Cyanide 
(Fumigation  of  Buildings)  Regulations,  1938,  were 
duly  observed. 

2 Proprietory  Preparations 

The  were  used  on  two  occasions.  In  the  first  case 
' with  great  success  but  without  success  in  the  second 
instance  because  it  was  impossible  to  effect  any  great 
concentration  of  gas. 

3 Sulphur 

This  substance  is  mostly  used  and  found  to  be  most 
effective  under  certain  circumstances.  It  is  no  secret 
that  unless  tl^e  premises  can  be  efficiently  sealed  so  as 
to  procure  the  greatest  concentration  of  gas,  the 
fumigation  wdll  not  be  successful.  To  that  end  the 
greatest  care  is  taken  to  make  the  rooms  and  premises 
gas  tight.  This  is  a most  laborious  task  particularly  if 
the  premises  are  old  with  badly  fitting  doors  and 
windows,  badly  worn  floors  and  great  open  fireplaces  or 
ranges.  Fumigation  with  sulphur  is  repeated  weekly 
for  six  to  nine  weeks. 

Visits  to  verminous  premises,  39 
Disinfestation  of  premises,  23 

E Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(a)  Milk  Supply 

There  are  eight  cow-keepers  producing  milk  within 
the  area  one  of  whom  is  registered  with  the  County 
Council  as  an  Accredited  Producer.  In  the  main  the 
premises  continue  to  be  kept  in  a clean  state,  but  many 
are  old  and  in  need  of  structural  alteration. 
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The  year  was  marked  by  the  introduction  of  the 
Rationalisation  Scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The 
Scheme  effects  Retail  Purveyors  in  urban  areas  and  it 
became  operative  in  Chesham  in  the  November,  1942. 
Previously  there  had  been  eighteen  retailers  on  the 
register  and  the  Order  had  the  effect  of  grouping  and 
reducing  this  number  to  seven  ; since  then  one  small 
group  has  been  absorbed  by  another  so  that  at  present 
the  town  is  ser\-ed  by  six  groups  of  retailers. 

The  largest  group  of  retailers  has  established  itself 
iu  new  Dairy  Premises  and  has  registered  itself  as  a 
limited  liability  company.  In  this  instance  six  small 
dairies  were  closed  and  the  company  set  up  one  large 
distributive  centre.  Such  grouping  greatly  facilitates 
inspection  and  supervision.  The  company  has  set  out 
to  establish  itself  as  a modern  dairy  with  up-to-date 
equipmeut  and  despite  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
conditions  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  a mechanical 
steam  bottle  washer  and  sterilizer.  This  is  highly 
commendable  because  in  my  opinion  one  of  the  greatest 
single  steps  towards  the  provision  of  a clean  and  safe 
milk  supply  that  the  retail  distributive  trade  can  make 
is  a CLEAN  STERILE  BOTTLE. 


(b)  Other  Foods — Meat 

The  centralisation  of  the  slaughter  of  cattle  and 
.sheep  continues  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Co-operative 
Slaughterhouse,  and  gives  entire  satisfaction 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  all  food 
inspection  and  during  the  year  made  586  visits  for  this 
purpose. 


Period — Janviary,  1942  to  December,  1942. 


Humber  of  Animals  Killed. 

Bulls  Bullocks  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 
23  1249  141  1093 


6750  57 
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Con^cmmed  Foodstuffs 

Beef  and  Offal  ...  6,091  lbs. 


Mutton 

315 

Pork 

38 

Bacon  and  Cooked  Ham 

8f 

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat 

45 

}} 

Tinned  Meat 

7671 

Tins  of  Fruit 

130 

Tins  of  Vegetables 

156 

Tin  of  Soup 

1 

Tins  of  Milk 

208 

Tins  of  Fish 

90 

Cheese 

132  lbs. 

Chocolate  ... 

28 

yy 

Coffee 

88i 

Jam 

20 

yy 

Cake 

55 

yy 

Eggs 

3,066 

if 

F Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease 

Diptheria 

During  the  year  1942  three  cases  of  diptheria  were 
notified  but  only  one  case  fell  within  the  under- 
mentioned age  groups 

Diptheria  Immunisation 

The  campaign  in  far^our  of  immunisation  against 
diptheria  w'as  continued  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
percentage  of  the  Chesham  child  population  estimated 
to  be  immunised  against  diptheria  in  various  age 
groups  up  to  31st  December,  1942,  is  as  follows 

Up  to  5 years  of  age,  75.3 
5 to  15  ,,  „ 87.7 

It  will  be  seen  that  these  percentages  approximate 
sufficiently  clearly  to  the  3 out  of  4 children  (that  is 
75%)  asked  for  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  It  is  fairly  obvious  that  in 
Chesham  we  have  come  down  to  bed  rock  as  it  were  in 
this  matter,  but  the  County  Health  Visitors  continue  to 
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visit  and  point  out  the  advantages  of  immunisation. 
With  this  personal  visit  in  view,  lists  have  been  compiled 
of  the  names  and  addresses  of  children  of  the  earlier 


age  group. 

Disease 

Cases  Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

29 

29 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

Measles  ' 

7 

Of  the  three  cases  of  Diphtheria  one  case  only,  that 
is  a boy  of  nine  years  of  age,  came  within  the  age  group 
for  immunisation,  in  the  other  two  cases  one  was  an  em- 
ployee at  an  Institution  in  an  adjoining  area  whilst  the 
third  case  turned  out  to  be  non-diphtheritic. 

Tuber€ulotis 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Non-  Non- 

■ Age  Periods  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Rispiratory 
M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 
Under  1 year  — — — — 

1—5  _ _ _ _ 

5—15  _ _ _ _ 

16-24  1 — — — 

25—34  1 1 — - — 

35—44  3 — — — 

45—55  2 _ — _ 

55 — 65  1 — — — 
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W.  East,  Chess  Valley  Press,  Chesham. 


